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Board of Education President Michael Collins opened the February 11, 2009 meeting of 

the Williamson Central School District Board of Education with the Pledge of Allegiance and a 
moment of silence.   
 

Under Reports to the Board Samantha McIntosh, Student Representative, reported that 
students are getting used to their new classes for this semester, the Snow Ball Semi-Formal 
Dance was a success as was the Intergenerational Dance.  There will be a pep rally on Friday 
with many fun games planned.  The Indoor Track and Wrestling Teams are heading to 
sectionals this weekend. 
 

During Reports from District Administrators, Mr. Doug Lauf reported that many students 
and community members attended the county cheerleading competition on Monday night where 
Williamson cheerleaders took third place. Mr. Lauf also reported twelve students from the High 
School made the All-County Band: Nicole Krauth, Josh Forget, Charity Baker, Chelsea Gates, 
Nicole Darling, Emily Lindsay, Jared Kinley, Lindsay Rynders, Courtney Dodge, Mark 
Montondo, Caitlyn Pilc, and Christian Baker and that the Career and Tech Center presented the 
Quarterly Quality Student Awards to:  Lisa Devlin, Stephanie Follette and Brendan Gordon, 
Animal Science; Mark Kuter and Jeremiah Wackerman, Automotive Technology; Benjamin 
Miller, Engineering/CAD; Abram Peters, Metal Trades/Motorsports Fabrication and Alexis 
Torres, Cosmetology.   He also highlighted Mr. Kevin Delehanty’s portfolio projects that were 
recently completed by students.  Mr. Mark Schichtel reported that Zach Cappon was Sectional 
Champion in downhill skiing, the wrestling team hosted a tournament this weekend that was 
very well managed and the spaghetti dinner put on by the cheerleading team last night was 
excellent.  Also, Eric Hepler won the regional Legion Oratorical Contest and is moving on to the 
state level competition.  Miss Ellen Saxby displayed Power Point presentations completed by the 
ninth grade English class at the Middle School in which they analyzed poetry through a song and 
commented that the Cinderella cast performed two sold out shows this weekend and did a terrific 
job. Erica Hernandez and Jessica Warchocki were commended for the excellent job that they did 
with the students.  Miss Saxby also stated that seventh grade students participated in a field trip 
to the Hochstein School of Music called “Walk the Walk” and they had a wonderful time, mid-
year MAP tests are being conducted for students who receive AIS or special education services 
and Della Ludwig spoke about her experience in Africa at a recent gathering at the United 
Nations.  Miss Anne Ressler recognized the students, faculty and staff for their quick evacuation 
when a gas smell was detected at the building today.  The evacuation went very well and the 
Middle School did an excellent job hosting all of the students. She commended students and 
faculty for the Middle School performance of Cinderella and recognized Mr. Ben Minier and Mr. 
Dan Schoonerman for their organization of Jump Rope for Heart.  She commented on the use of 
ConnectEd for efficiency in communicating with parents.  Mrs. Wanda Miller reported that 
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annual reviews will begin after February break and that the Snow Ball Semi-Formal dance at the 
high school was wonderful.  Mr. Gary Barno spoke about the bond rating which allowed the 
district to get an excellent rate on a recent bond and that the district will be securing a scanner 
from Chase Bank that will improve efficiency in making deposits.  He also stated that Brenda 
Gowan will be contacting retirees to see if there is interest in having automatic debits from their 
accounts for insurance payments.  Superintendent Ehresman shared a handout from the company 
that installed the sign in front of the high school.  The sign is featured in the company’s 
promotional brochure.  She commented on the proposed federal funding and the Masonic 
Student Assistance Training that was held in Utica for Care Teams in each building. The purpose 
of these teams will help to address the needs of at risk students.  She thanked the Masons for 
providing funding for this training.  Michael Collins commented on the response of 
Superintendent Ehresman and the team to the gas odor at the elementary building today.   
 

Board Committee Reports included an update by Michael Collins on the Four County 
School Board meeting that he attended.  The focus of the meeting was on the fiscal crises faced 
by all of the districts.  Board members commented on how wonderful the Middle School 
production of Cinderella was and what a great job Erica Hernandez did with the students. Board 
members also commented on the Intergenerational Dance.  As they reviewed the Treasurer’s 
Report, the Board and Mr. Gary Barno commented that Yvonne Forget is doing a wonderful job 
with the food service program. 
 

Doug Lauf, Mark Fiegl and Michael Mack reported on Project Lead the Way, which is a 
pre-engineering program that includes classes at both the middle and high school level.  The 
Middle School is now at full implementation with four modules being offered to seventh and 
eighth grade students.  The High School currently offers the first class and will add the second 
class next year.  The District will be seeking temporary Project Lead the Way certification which 
will allow students who complete the Design and Drawing for Production course to earn college 
credit from the Rochester Institute of Technology at a reduced rate.  Mr. Mack and Mr. Fiegl 
reviewed various aspects of the program. 
 

Under the Consent Agenda the appointments of several substitutes were approved.  
Under Old Business, the Board reapproved the trip to France November 19, 2009 through 
November 26, 2009 under the auspices of the Williamson Travel Club and under New Business, 
the board approved a change to the Board Meeting Dates from April 29, 2009 to April 22, 2009 
for the purpose of the W-FL BOCES Board and Administrative Budget Vote. 

 


